The Cleveland Museum of Art Debuts The Kelvin and Eleanor 
Smith Exhibition Hall 
and KeyBank Lobby on October 19 


CLEVELAND (September 18, 2008) —The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) reaches a milestone in 
its multi-phase renovation and expansion project designed by celebrated architect Rafael Vifioly, with the 
opening on October 19, 2008 of its new 13,000-square-foot Kelvin and Eleanor Smith Exhibition Hall and 
KeyBank Lobby on its lower level of the newly constructed East Wing. This new space will be inaugurated 
with the exhibition Artistic Luxury: Fabergé, Tiffany, Lalique. 

“The new exhibition hall provides an optimal location to house the most significant touring exhibitions 
of art,” said Timothy Rub, CMA director. “It also permits us to simultaneously hold multiple, smaller special 
exhibitions at one time. It means we deliver on the promise to bring the top art exhibitions in the world 
to Cleveland’s doorstep.” 

The Kelvin and Eleanor Smith Exhibition Hall and KeyBank Lobby consists of one 9,000-square-foot 
gallery, a 4,000-square-foot gallery and lobby space with a ticket center and restrooms. The various spaces 
can be combined to host a large traveling show, or can be broken up to allow for multiple, smaller scale 
shows. The halls feature soaring 18-foot ceilings and white oak floors. 

“Our curatorial staff has been actively organizing unique and engaging exhibitions to be shown 
in Cleveland, and elsewhere, gathering a wide variety and depth of art work spanning thousands of years,” said 
Rub. “The addition of this special exhibition space will provide a state-of-the-art venue for our curators to 


present their scholarship to the public.” 


Project Design 

The renovation and expansion of the museum will transform the museum’s physical layout and 
infrastructure, significantly improving both the visitor experience and the storage and presentation of the 
collection. The expanded facility will feature CMA’s two architectural landmarks, the 1916 Beaux-Arts south 
building and Marcel Breuer’s superb addition dating to 1971, with both being completely renovated. Two new 
wings on the east and west sides of the complex—each ending in a dramatic glass-box gallery—will provide 
panoramic views of the museum’s park-like setting as well as fascinating views into the museum itself. A third 
new structure will form the north side of a large courtyard with a soaring glass canopy crowning an atrium at 
the center of the complex. Upon completion in 2012, the $350 million project will add 200,000 square feet to 


the overall museum campus. 


Project History 


The Cleveland Museum of Art first opened its doors in 1916. Over the years, the museum grew into a 
complicated mosaic of buildings through additions built in 1958, 1971, and 1983. The heart of the original 
museum building—its grand rotunda and garden and armor courts—became peripheral as the layout of the 
later buildings complicated the circulation plan. 

As a result of strategic planning begun in 1995, a facilities master plan was undertaken to analyze the 
museum’s future operating needs. The plan addressed the exhibition and preservation of the collection, and 
focused on improvements to mechanical systems, public circulation, staff work areas, and public amenities. In 
2001 Rafael Vifioly was selected to create a master plan that would transform the museum while addressing 
these diverse needs. With considerable community input from six public forums, Vifioly formulated his new 
vision: to restore the original 1916 building and the 1971 Breuer addition, and add two symmetrical wings that 
would provide additional gallery space and create a clear circulation plan for the entire complex. 

On March 7, 2005, the museum’s Board of Trustees voted to proceed with the first phase of the project 
and decided at that time to close the museum briefly in order to accelerate the project completion date. The 
collection was moved into temporary storage and ground was officially broken October 1, 2005, for the 
construction of the first of three new structures. 

June 29, 2008, marked the first day the public could once again enjoy and explore a portion of the 
museum’s collection. The historic 1916 building, displaying 900 works of European and American art from 
the 17" through 20" centuries in 19 galleries, reopened that day. Visitors can also now enjoy the widely- 
recognized Armor Court, which remained almost untouched during the 1916 renovation project. The main 
floor galleries of the East Wing, housing the museum’s collections of photography, 19" century European 
painting and decorative arts, Impressionism, and modern and contemporary art, will open in 2009. 

The second phase of the project, set to break ground in 2009, includes the Lifelong Learning Center, 
the glass-enclosed atrium, and new wings to the north and west that will house additional galleries and 


administrative offices, the restaurant and café, and the renovation of Gartner Auditorium. 


Artistic Luxury: Fabergé, Tiffany, Lalique 

The artistry and master techniques of the most prominent designers of jewelry and luxury goods at the 
end of the Gilded Age— and the rivalry between them— is explored in Artistic Luxury: Fabergé, Tiffany, 
Lalique, an exhibition of sumptuous objects from The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) and rare loans from 
public and private collections worldwide. The show, on view October 19, 2008 through January 18, 2009, is 
the first comparative study of the work of three great designers from the 20th century. Artistic Luxury: 
Fabergé, Tiffany, Lalique brings together nearly 300 objects from more than 50 international lenders including 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II and His Serene Highness Prince Albert of Monaco, as well as institutions and 
private lenders in London, Moscow, St. Petersburg, Paris, Lisbon, Berlin, Hamburg, and across the United 


States. The exhibition reunites works by Peter Carl Fabergé, Louis Comfort Tiffany, and René Lalique that 


have not been presented together since they were first shown at the 1900 World’s Fair in Paris, where the 


designers’ rivalry took center stage. 


About The Cleveland Museum of Art 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums with a collection 
that spans 6,000 years of creative achievement in the arts and is world-renowned for its quality and 
breadth. Currently undergoing a multi-year expansion project that will re-imagine the museum, it is a 
significant international forum for exhibitions, performance, scholarship and art education. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art has a membership of nearly 25,000 households and is generously 
supported by a broad range of individuals, foundations, and businesses in Cleveland and Northeastern Ohio. 
The Cleveland Museum of Art is generously funded by Cuyahoga County residents through Cuyahoga Arts 
and Culture. Additional support comes from the Ohio Arts Council, which funds CMA with state tax dollars 
to encourage economic growth, educational excellence, and cultural enrichment for all Ohioans. Hours are 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m. Wednesdays and Fridays from 10 a.m. 
until 9 p.m. Closed on Mondays. For more information on the museum, its holdings, programs, and events, 


call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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